
  

  
 

 
 
 

Family History 
                               

of 

 
 

William Henry Riddell 
& 

Frances Louisa Redmond 
Marriage Date: January 8 1867 

Place of Marriage: Mount Forest, Ontario  
                               

 
 

           William Henry Riddell    Frances Louisa Redmond                                                                                        
     Born   18 Aug 1837   Born   22 Aug 1845 
       Sparta,    Cobourg, 
       County of York,   Canada West  
       Upper Canada     (Ontario)    
       (Ontario) 
    Died    9 May 1912   Died    15 Mar 1872 
       Waterloo,    County of   
       Ontario   Wellington, 
          Fergus,  
 `         Ontario  

 Int’d  Mount Hope (R.C)    Int’d   ?    
   Cemetery,       
   Berlin,      
    (Kitchener)     Ontario   
   Ontario 

 
                         
 
 
 



  

Children*  
 
 
                
    William Joseph            Joseph Edward Lawrence                  
    Born   16 Nov 1868        Born  13 May  1871      
        County of           County of 
        Wellington,          Wellington, 
       Mount Forest,           Fergus, 
       Ontario         Ontario 
    Died       6 Jul 1871     Died    27 Aug 1871   
       Fergus,        Fergus 
     Ontario    Ontario 
  Int’d   ?  Int’d                ?           
     
         
     Ontario   Ontario 
        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

* Reference publication “A Cyclopaedia of Canadian Biography” by Geo Maclean Rose 
published 1886. Excerpt from “Biography of William Henry Riddell” states “Of this 
marriage (wife Frances Louisa Redmond) there were born three sons and a daughter, but by 
one of those dispensations by human reason, he suffered the untimely loss of his wife and 
children” 
 
Two of the sons, William Joseph and Joseph Edward Lawrence, have been identified while 
the remaining son and daughter have not. 
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Revision Page 
 
William Henry Riddell---Frances Louisa Redmond Family History 
o Rev N/C—Original document including prior drafts and revisions. 
o Rev A (April 2014) Maiden name of Frances’ mother entered under 1867 entry. 

Added Schedules 2 through 9 of 1871 Province of Ontario Census under 1871 entry. 
Rearranged sequence of 1871-2 Gazetteer to follow 1871 Province of Ontario Census. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Biography revisions: 
 
William Joseph Riddell  
o Rev N/C—Original document including prior drafts and revisions. 
 
Joseph Edward Lawrence Riddell 
o Rev N/C—Original document including prior drafts and revisions. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

 Biography of William Henry and Frances (Fanny) Louisa Riddell 
 
 For William’s history prior to his marriage to Frances refer to William Riddell---Margaret 

Lavin Family History 
 
 Frances Louisa Redmond was born on August 22, 1845* at Cobourg, Ontario to Edward 

Joseph and Alice Redmond nee Osborne.  
*Calculated from age recorded on death registration. 
Frances’ parents, Edward, age 66 and Alice, age 56, were enumerated in the Province of 
Ontario 1871 Census in Toronto, Ontario. Edward’s occupation was listed as a teacher. There 
were also two single females listed, Elizabeth, age 27 and Caroline, age 16. They were 
probably siblings of Frances. 
 
Reference publication “A Cyclopaedia of Canadian Biography” by Geo Maclean Rose 
published 1886.  
Excerpt from “Biography of William Henry Riddell” follows describing the 
accomplishments of Frances’ father, Edward. 
 

              
 



  

 1867  Reference following information on the marriage between William Henry Riddell and      
  Frances Louisa Redmond. 

 

              
 
 
 1868  Reference publication “A Cyclopaedia of Canadian Biography” by Geo Maclean Rose 

published 1886.  
Excerpt from “Biography of William Henry Riddell” records that in 1868 William 
undertook an agency for procuring applications for insurance to assist in floating the 
Ontario Mutual Life Company. 

 
 1868  William Joseph, a son, born at Mount Forest, Ontario, November 16.     
  Reference Biography of William Joseph Riddell 

Sparta, Upper Canada (Ontario) 

Alice Redmond 
nee Osborne 

Edward Joseph 
Redmond 

Cobourg, 
Ontario 

22 August 1845 

Frances Louisa Redmond 

18 August 1837 

29 yrs, 4 months, 3 weeks 
days 

22 yrs, 7 months, 14 days 



  

 1869  Reference publication “A Cyclopaedia of Canadian Biography” by Geo Maclean Rose 
published 1886.  

Excerpt from “Biography of William Henry Riddell” records “In 1869, desirous to gain 
experience of city business, he accepted a position in the counting room of the 
manufacturing establishment of Messrs. Wilson, Bowman & Co., Hamilton, Ontario”. 

 
 1870  Reference publication “A Cyclopaedia of Canadian Biography” by Geo Maclean Rose 

published 1886.  
Excerpt from “Biography of William Henry Riddell” records “in 1870 William was made 
manager of their factory (Messrs. Wilson, Bowman & Co.) at Fergus (Ontario), erected 
for the purpose of meeting the foreign demand then existing for the Lockman Family 
Sewing Machine.” 

 
 1871  Reference Province of Ontario Census. District No. 34 Centre Wellington.  
  Sub-District d Fergus. Page 50 
  Enumerator and Date: John Wilson 27 April 1871 
  Schedule No. 1---Nominal Return of the Living. 
  Numbered in the order of visitation:-  
  Dwelling houses inhabited: 169 
  Families: 169 
 Name: W Henery Riddell 
 Age: 33 
 Country or Province of Birth: Ontario 
 Religion: R. Catholic 
 Origin: Irish 
 Profession, Occupation or Trade: Bookkeeper  
 Married or Widowed: M 
 INSTRUCTION:- 
 Going to school:--- 
 Over 20 unable to read:--- 
 Over 20 unable to write:--- 
 Name: Frances Louisa Riddell 
 Age: 26 
 Country or Province of Birth: Ontario 
 Religion: R. Catholic 

Origin: Irish   
 Profession, Occupation or Trade: no entry 
 Married or Widowed: M  
 INSTRUCTION:- 
 Going to school:--- 
 Over 20 unable to read:--- 
 Over 20 unable to write:--- 
 Name: Wm Joseph Riddell 
 Age: 2 
 Country or Province of Birth: Ontario 
 Religion: R. Catholic 
 Origin: Irish 



  

 INSTRUCTION:- 
 Going to school:--- 
 Over 20 unable to read:--- 
 Over 20 unable to write:--- 
 

No family members were enumerated as “Deaf and Dumb”, “Blind” or “Unsound mind” 
under INFIRMITIES. 
 
Reference following copy of Census divided vertically between columns 9 & 10 and 13 & 
14 resulting in the following three sections. See lines 7 through 9 for William and 
Frances’ family. 

   

 
                                                                                                                                                          Section one 



  

 
                                                                                                                           Section two 



  

 
                                                                                                                    Section three 

 
 
    Schedule No. 2---Nominal Return of the Deaths within last twelve months. 
  No entry for William and Frances Riddell’s family    
  
 Schedule No. 3---Return of Public Institutions, Real Estate, Vehicles and  
 Implements: 
 REAL ESTATE:- 
 Grand total of acres of land owned: 50 
 Number of town or village building lots: --- 
 Number of dwelling houses owned: --- 
 Number of warehouses, stores, factories, shops, &c., owned: --- 
 Number of barns and stables owned: --- 
 VEHICLES AND IMPLEMENTS:- 
 Number of carriages and sleighs: --- 
 Number of cars, waggons, and sleds: --- 
 Pleasure or common boats:--- 
 Number of ploughs and cultivators: --- 
 Reapers and mowers:--- 
 Horse rakes:--- 
 Thrashing machines:--- 
 Fanning mills: --- 
 Remarks: --- 



  

 PUBLIC INSTITUTIONS:- 
Special or Legal name of Institution, Character and Classification: --- 
Number of buildings: --- 

 REAL ESTATE:- 
 Grand total of acres of land owned: --- 
 Number of town or village building lots: --- 
 Number of dwelling houses owned: --- 
 Number of warehouses, stores, factories, shops, &c., owned: --- 
 Number of barns and stables owned: --- 
    
  Schedule No. 4---Return of Cultivated Land, of Field Products and of Plants  
  and Fruits. 
  OCCUPIED LANDS:- 
  Range or Concession: --- 
  Number of Lot: --- 
  Owner, Tenant or Employe(e): T 
  Total Number of acres occupied: --- 
  Number of acres improved: --- 
  Number of acres in pasture: --- 
  Number of acres of salt or dyked marsh: --- 
  Number of acres in gardens and orchards: --- 
  FIELD PRODUCTS:- 
  Wheat: 
  Wheat Acres: ---   
  Spring Wheat Bushels: --- 
  Fall Wheat Bushels: --- 
  Bushels of Barley: --- 
  Bushels of Oats: --- 
  Bushels of Rye: --- 
  Bushels of Peas: --- 
  Bushels of Beans: --- 
  Bushels of Buckwheat: --- 
  Bushels of Corn: --- 
  Root Crops: 
  Potatoes Acres: ---   
  Bushels: --- 
  Bushels of Turnips: --- 
  Bushels of Mangel wutzel and other Beets: --- 
  Bushels of Carrots and other Roots: --- 
  Hay Crop: 
  Acres ---  
  Tons of 2000 lbs., or bundles of 16 lbs., of Hay: --- 
  Bushels of Grass and Clover Seed: --- 
  Bushels of Flax Seed: --- 
  PLANTS, FRUITS, AND OTHER PRODUCTS:- 
  Pounds of Flax and Hemp: --- 
  Pounds of Hops: --- 
  Pounds of Tobacco: --- 



  

  Pounds of Grapes: --- 
  Bushels of Apples: --- 
  Bushels of Pears, Plums other and fruits: --- 
  Pounds of Maple Sugar: ---   
 
  Schedule No. 5---Live Stock, Animal Products, home-made Fabrics and Furs. 
  Not applicable for William Riddell 

   
  Schedule No. 6---Return of Industrial Establishments. 
  Kind of Industrial Establishment, Name of Proprietor or Company, and other such 
  information:  
  Sewing Machine Factory 
  Lockman Wilson Bowman Co 
  Fergus Branch by Wm Riddle (Riddell) agt 
   

 
 

  Fixed Capital invested in $: 15,000 
  Floating Capital employed in $: 5,000 
  Number of working months in the year: 60 (opens in July) 
  Average Number of People employed: 
  Over 16 Years; Male: --- 
    Female: 15 
  Under 16 Years; Boys: no entry 
     Girls: no entry 
  Aggregate amount of Yearly Wages in $: 22,000  
  Moving Power: 
  Kind: Steam 
  Nominal force: horse 25  
  RAW MATERIAL:  

Kind: Steel (?), Steelplate, Sheet Brass, Castings,  
wrought Iron, malleable Iron, Iron Wire Cast Steel  

   

See following copy of 
excerpt from Schedule 6 

See following copy of 
excerpt from Schedule 6 
 



  

 
 

  Quantities: 20000 
  Aggregate Value, in $: 20000 
  PRODUCTS: 
  Kind: Lockmans Sewing Machines 
  Quantities: no entry 
  Aggregate Value, in $:75,000 

REMARKS:  
This manufacturing commenced in January last (1871)  
and the Parties cannot give a very (?) true account.  
 

 
 

  Schedule No. 7---Return of Products of the Forest. 
  Not applicable for William Riddell 
 

See following copy of 
excerpt from Schedule 6 

 



  

  Schedule No. 8---Shipping and Fisheries. 
  Not applicable for William Riddell 
 
  Schedule No. 9---Return of Mineral Products 
  Not applicable for William Riddell 
 
 1871  Joseph Lawrence, a son, born at Fergus, Ontario, May 13.  
  Reference Biography of Joseph Edward Lawrence Riddell 
 
 1871 William and Frances’ son, William Joseph, age two years, seven months, 20 days, died 

of Scarlet Fever at Fergus, Ontario, July 6. 
  Reference Biography of William Joseph Riddell 
 
 1871 William and Frances’ son, Edward Lawrence, age three months, 14 days, died of 

Chronic Diarrhea at Fergus, Ontario, August 27. 
  Reference Biography of Joseph Edward Lawrence Riddell 
 
 1871-2  Gazetteer and Directory for the County of Wellington. Published 1871. 
 

                        
 

See following excerpts referencing the Village of Fergus, W. H. Riddell and the Messrs. 
Wilson, Bowman & Co’s Sewing Machine Factory.  



  

         
 

                     



  

      



  

                  
 
 

                



  

o Reference Fergus News-Record (newspaper). Various editions.    
 The following advertisement appeared on the front page throughout 1871. 
 

                                  



  

 
 
According to the 1871-2 Gazetteer and Directory for the County of Wellington, William and 
family were residing on St. Andrew(s). The residential section of St. Andrews St has been 
bracketed.  



  

 1872  Reference Frances’ Death Registration #029601-72. County of Wellington. Division of 
Fergus.     

                    



  

  A transcription of the death registration follows. 
 
  Name and Surname of Deceased: Frances Louisa Redmond Riddell  
  When Died: 15th March 1872 
  Sex---Male or Female: F 
 Age: 26 yrs, 6 Mos, 22 days 
 Rank or Profession: Wife of Informant 
 Where Born: Coburg, (Cobourg) Ont. 
  Certified cause of Death, and duration of Illness: Inflammation of the Lungs. 
  Name of Physician, if any: Dr. Orton 
  Signature, description and residence of informant: Wm. H. Riddell, Book keeper. 
  When Registered: 16th March 1872. Fergus 
  Religious Denomination of Deceased: Roman C. 
  Signature of Registrar: William Ross 
  Division: Fergus 
  County: Wellington 
  REMARKS: Dr. Orton Certifies cause of death Chronic Disease of the Kidneys. 
 
o Reference Fergus News-Record (newspaper). Friday March 22, 1872 edition.    
 The following obituary was recorded. (Reference second item) 
 

                              
 

15th instant 



  

o Reference Lightning Express (Fergus newspaper). Friday March 22, 1872 edition.    
 The following obituary was recorded. (Reference third item) 

                                        
 

  Note: The interment cemetery has not been located. 
                                 
 1872  Reference publication “A Cyclopaedia of Canadian Biography” by Geo Maclean Rose 

published 1886.  
Excerpt from “Biography of William Henry Riddell” records “In the summer of 1872, 
this factory (Messrs. Wilson, Bowman & Co., Fergus, Ontario) having shut down, owing 
to the depression then prevailing in all branches of business, both on this continent and in 
Europe, he (William) severed his connection with the firm”. 

 
 1873  Reference publication “A Cyclopaedia of Canadian Biography” by Geo Maclean Rose 

published 1886.  
Excerpt from “Biography of William Henry Riddell” records “In the following spring 
(1873) William engaged with the Williams Manufacturing Co., Montreal, of which Sir 
Hugh Allan was president, as their superintendent of agencies.” 

 
 1873  William Henry Riddell, age 36 yrs, widower, married Margaret Hennrietta Redmond*, 

age 24 yrs, five months, three weeks, spinster at Toronto, Ontario, September 14. 
 

*Margaret Hennrietta Redmond was the sister of Frances Louisa Redmond who William 
married eighteen months after the death of Frances. 
Reference William Henry Riddell---Margaret Hennrietta Redmond Family History 



  

o Reference publication “A Cyclopaedia of Canadian Biography” by Geo Maclean Rose 
published 1886.  
The subject publication includes a Biography of William Henry Riddell from which an 
excerpt is printed below which covers the period of William’s marriage to Frances Louisa 
Redmond in January 1867 through to his marriage to Margaret Hennrietta Redmond in 
August 1873. 
 

           
 

The subject memoir also summarizes the period prior to William’s marriage to Frances 
L. Redmond. Refer to William Riddell---Margaret Lavin Family History for details. 
 
Also the subject memoir summarizes the period after his marriage to Margaret 
Hennrietta Redmond through to 1885. Refer to William Henry Riddell---Margaret 
Hennrietta Redmond Family History for details. 
 

  
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Children 
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  Biography of William Joseph Riddell 
 
 1868  William Joseph Riddell, born at Mount Forest, Ontario, November 16. 
  A birth registration has not been located.  

The birth date was calculated from William’s age of 2 years, 7 months, 20 days at death. 
Refer to following death registration under 1871 entry. 

 
 1871   Reference Province of Ontario Census. District No. 34 Centre Wellington 

    Sub-District d Fergus. Page 50 
  Enumerator and Date: John Wilson 27 April 1871 
  Schedule No. 1---Nominal Return of the Living. 
  Name: Wm Joseph Riddell 
 Age: 2 
 Country or Province of Birth: Ontario 
 Religion: R. Catholic 
 Origin: Irish 
 INSTRUCTION:- 
 Going to school:--- 
 Over 20 unable to read:--- 
 Over 20 unable to write:--- 
 

No family members were enumerated as “Deaf and Dumb”, “Blind” or “Unsound mind” 
under INFIRMITIES. 
 
William was enumerated with his parents, W. Henery and Frances Louisa Riddell. 

 
 1871  Joseph Lawrence, a brother, born at Fergus, Ontario, May 13. 
 Reference Biography of Joseph Edward Lawrence Riddell 
 
 1871  Death Registration #016964-71. County of Wellington. Division of Fergus. 
  Name and Surname of Deceased: Wm. Joseph Riddell  
  When Died: July 6, 1871 
  Sex---Male or Female: M 
 Age: 2 yrs, 7 Mos, 20 days 
 Rank or Profession: no entry 
 Where Born: Mount Forest, Co. Wellington, Prov. Ont. 
  Certified cause of Death, and duration of Illness: Scarlet Fever, 36 hours. 
  Name of Physician, if any: Dr. Orton 
  Signature, description and residence of informant: Wm. H. Riddell, Book Keeper, Fergus. 
  When Registered: July 18, 1871. 
  Religious Denomination of Deceased: Rom. Catholic 
  Signature of Registrar: William Rojs (Ross) 
  Division: Fergus 
  County: Wellington 
  REMARKS: no entry 
 
  A copy of the registration follows. (Reference second column) 



  

 

 
 
 
 
 



  

o Reference Fergus News-Record (newspaper). Friday July 14, 1871 edition.    
 The following obituary was recorded.  
 

 
 
 Note: The interment cemetery has not been located. 
 
   
 
 
 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Blank 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

         Biography of Joseph Edward Lawrence Riddell  
 
 1871 Reference Fergus News-Record (newspaper). Friday May 26, 1871 edition.  

The birth of Joseph was recorded as follows. (Reference first item) 
 
 

   
 
 
 
 1871  Reference Birth Registration #003225-71. County of Wellington. Division of Fergus. 

 
 When Born: May 13th 1871 
 Name: Joseph Lawrence 
 Sex, (M. or F.): M 
 Name and surname of Father: Wm. Henry Riddell 
 Name and maiden name of Mother: Frances Louise (Louisa) Redmond 
 Rank or profession of Father: Book Keeper 
 Signature, description and residence of Informant: Wm. Hy Riddell  
  Book Keeper Fergus 
 When Registered: June 30th 1871 
 Name of Accoucheur: Dr. Orton 
 Signature of Registrar: William Rojs (Ross) 
 Division: Fergus 
 County: Wellington 
 REMARKS: no entry 
 
 Joseph was born into a family with one other sibling, a brother William Joseph. 
 
 A copy of the registration follows. (Reference second column) 

 



  

 
 
  
 
 1871 Joseph’s brother, William Joseph, age two years, seven months, 20 days, died of Scarlet 

Fever at Fergus, Ontario, July 6. 



  

 1871 Reference Fergus News-Record (newspaper). Friday September 1, 1871 edition.  
The death of Edward was recorded as follows. (Reference first item) 
 

                                  
Note the error in the newspaper obituary where it records Edward’s age as 4 months, 14 
days where his actual age was 3 months, 14 days per the following death registration.  

 
 1871  Death Registration #016971-71. County of Wellington. Division of Fergus. 

 
  Name and Surname of Deceased: Edward Lawrence Riddell  
  When Died: August 27, 1871 
  Sex---Male or Female: M 
 Age: 3 M & 14 days 
 Rank or Profession: no entry 
 Where Born: Fergus Pro (Province) Ont. 
  Certified cause of Death, and duration of Illness: General debility  (?) 
  Name of Physician, if any: Dr. Orton 
  Signature, description and residence of informant: Wm. H. Riddell, Book Keeper, Fergus. 
  When Registered: no entry 
  Religious Denomination of Deceased: no entry 
  Signature of Registrar: William Rojs (Ross) 
  Division: Fergus 
  County: Wellington 

REMARKS:  Dr Orton Certifies Chronic Diarrhea as the cause of death.  
                      Duration of Illness Months 
 
Note that the subject child was registered at birth as Joseph Lawrence Riddell and 
registered at death as Edward Lawrence Riddell. 

 
 A copy of the registration follows. 



  

                            
                      Note: The interment cemetery has not been located. 

 

  
 


	Religion: R. Catholic
	Country or Province of Birth: Ontario
	Religion: R. Catholic
	Religion: R. Catholic
	Sex---Male or Female: F
	Religion: R. Catholic
	Sex---Male or Female: M
	Sex---Male or Female: M

